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What Has Happened to Dedication

Not too many years ago the church was the
center of the community and people took pride in being
a church member and committed themselves to the
church. One of the most dramatic changes I have noticed in most of our churches over the years is the lack
of dedication of the members. I am not certain where
or when the change began but something happened
between the early 1980’s when I went into the Navy
Chaplaincy and 2000 when I returned to the civilian
parish.
My recollection of those churches is mostly
one of the pride and dedication of the members. When
something needed to be done for the church there were
plenty of volunteers to do the job. People showed up
for Choir Practice, committee meetings, administrative
council meetings, and voluntarily stepped forward and
participated in church programs. There was a sense of
dedication that is difficult to find in many of our churches today. Perhaps it is a by-product of a society that
offers too many “easy” ways to find fulfillment.
There was once a time when the things outside
of the church had to compete with the church but now
the opposite is true. The church come to the point of
being unable to compete with what is offered outside.
Why? I believe it’s because people are looking for
“cheap” grace. That is, grace without any cost, without
any commitment and demands little work. Dedication
is defined as selfless devotion and when one is dedicated to doing something there is a cost. Often the cost
is a sacrifice of time and energy. Sometimes it’s doing
the task at hand rather than something else we would
rather do or being someplace we would rather be.
Bertoldo de Giovanni is a name even the
most enthusiastic lover of art is unlikely to recognize. He was a pupil of Donatello, the greatest
sculptor of his time, and he was the teacher of
Michelango, the greatest sculptor of all time. Michelangelo was only 14 years old when he came
to Bertoldo, but it was already obvious that he
was enormously gifted, Bertoldo was wise enough
to realize that gifted people are often tempted to
coast rather than grow, and therefore he kept trying
to pressure his young prodigy to work seriously
at his art. One day he came into the studio to find
Michelangelo toying with a piece of sculpture far

beneath his abilities. Bertoldo grabbed a hammer,
stomped across the room and smashed the work
into tiny pieces, shouting this unforgettable message, “Michelango, talent is cheap; dedication is
costly!”
Perhaps that is the reason for the lack of dedication in many of our churches - it is easier if there is
no cost. But Christ never promised an easy road for his
disciples. Instead he did just the opposite - he told his
disciples that dedication to the Kingdom of God meant
willingness to sacrifice themselves and all they have if
necessary. Dedication is the aspect of our lives that demands self-discipline, selfless devotion and perseverance, and when we dedicate ourselves fully then there
is no obstacle that cannot be overcome. Let me finish
by citing some examples of people who totally dedicated themselves and understand that if we as Christians
dedicate even a small part of ourselves to the work of
the church then truly amazing things would happen.
Johnny Fulton was run over by a car at the
age of three. He suffered crushed hips, broken
ribs, a fractured skull, and compound fractures of
both legs. It did not look as if he would live, but he
did not give up. He dedicated himself to overcoming his handicaps. In fact, he later ran the half-mile
in less than two minutes.
Walt Davis was totally paralyzed by polio
when he was nine years old, but he did not give up.
He dedicated himself to fulfilling his dream of competing in the Olympics, and became the Olympic
high jump champion in 1952.
Shelly Mann was paralyzed by polio at the
age of five, but she never gave up. She eventually
claimed eight different swimming records for the
U.S. and won a gold medal in the Melbourne, Australia Olympics in 1956.
Woodrow Wilson could not read until he was
ten. But he was a dedicated person, and later in life
became the twenty-eighth president of the United
States.
We can see what dedication can accomplish so
we need to remember Jesus’ words to Nathanael in the
Gospel of John. “....Greater things than this shall you
see.” For with dedication comes commitment and from
commitment will come great things for the church.
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Mt. Pleasant Ruritan

“Working Toward a Better Community”

The Mt Pleasant Ruritan had a busy year in
2007 with our fund-raisers, cleaning up the community, and donations. Also with the effort that
went into our 2008 calendars, we hope you pick
yours up and enjoy it during the coming year. We
would like to thank the members of the calendar
committee for their dedication and hard work.
At our December meeting we honored Luke
Swatzell as the “Honorary Ruritan of the Year.” We
appreciated his family being there to accept his
award. We also awarded the “Ruritan of the Year”
to Bob Fincher. We are looking forward to making
2008 another busy year and everyone is invited
visit or join our club. We would love to have you.
We hope everyone has a happy and prosperous
new year.
The Mt Pleasant Ruritan meets every third
Thursday at 7:00 PM and everyone is invited to
join us for good fellowship. The goal of the Ruritan is to promote a better and safer community
and new members are always welcome to help us
achieve this goal.
Submitted by: Connie Click

United Methodist Women

Our calendar for 2008 is in the planning stages at
this time. In 2007 our UMW spearheaded a project
to place Bibles in the sanctuary for use by anyone
who did not bring one or does not have one. The
Bibles are large print which makes them beneficial
to everyone. We want to thank Sonny and Yancey
Harrison for their help in adding the beautiful new
book holders to the pews. Our district “M and M”
meeting will be held on Saturday January 26th at
the Parrotsville UMC. The Church Van will be available for anyone wishing to attend.
We would like to welcome any women in the
church or community who are not UMW members
to feel free to join us at one of our meetings.
Craft classes will start during February. A list of
crafts and craft leaders will be available soon.
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UMW Calendar through April 2008
Jan. 26: M & M meeting- Parrotsville.
Feb. 13: Geraldine Fincher and Thelma Southerland;

program Debbie Goode (call to prayer and
self denial)
Cooking for Election.
March 8-9: Young Womwn’s Retreat/Pigeon Forge
15: A Day Apart
19: Jo Boles and Jeannie Smith. Program Linda Townsend
April 16: Linda Townsend and Amy Harrison (at Amy’s
house.) Program - Brenda Noe.
Submitted by: Jeannie Smith

The Education Committee

Plans will be made soon for our Easter Party/egg
hunt in March. Time and date to be announced.
Children’s Ministry: Puppet workshops for children of all ages will begin in February. Time and
date to be announced.
We would like to thank Donna Grubb for leading
the children in the hand bells at Christmas and the
Children’s Choir year round. We all appreciate her
hard work and dedication.
Submitted by: Jeannie Smith
2007; a review
Committee calendars not being complete I
thought I would use part of the space for an “editorial” look back at 2007.
Most important is the love that is very evident in
our Church and is seen through the eyes of our new
members and those who we have helped through
sickness and sorrow.
2007 was a good year for our Church, we purchased our new van, and it seems that just about
everyone is coming to the point of viewing it as a
blessing.
At the Easter Sunrise service the bagpiper had
to be thawed out after the service, (it was COLD).
The Lord’s Acre Sale was a success with a good
time had by all in attendance. There were several
fund raisers that were successful along with the Ruritan 4th of July Picnic.
The Children’s Halloween trunk or treat had a
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good attendance and was enjoyed by the children
and their parents and grandparents (despite the
usual post-party sugar overload!!) Although annual
Veteran’s Day program was shorter this year, the
music and the message from our guest speaker,
former Mt. Pleasant Pastor, Fred Hammer, was enjoyed by all present. The Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays, as usual, were very busy with parties
and constant Choir practice, but the great job on the
Cantata proved it was worth it.
As the year closed we had a chance to affirm our
faith and love for our God and for our fellow man
by the gifts of food and the coal fund for the Food
Bank.
Let us join hearts and hands as we look forward to
having another year of faith, love, joy and hard work
at Mt. Pleasant UMC.

Van Ministry Committee

Our Van has been on the move! I am happy to
report that more of our congregational members
are taking advantage of our van. There have been
several occasions where the van has been able to
benefit of our church members. Trips to meetings
of the UMW, the Church Night Out, the Pastors
Christmas open house and other events. It has
given an opportunity for some of our members to
participate who otherwise would not have been
able to. The trip to the Shrine Circus was especially enjoyed by all who went. Roger did learn
that you do not buy snow cones for a 4 year old
girl otherwise the lady in front may get a chill! Also
that the more cotton candy you buy the more you
wear home. There was a total of about 50 from Mt
Pleasant and Bradburn Hill that enjoyed this trip.
We hope that God will continue to bless our
work and with the help of everyone we can soon
start our Sunday morning routes. A date will be set
to return to our neighborhood to sign people up to
attend our services on Sunday.
There will be a concert on February 8th at the
Memorial Building from 7-10 PM featuring Johnny
Kiser and his band from Jonesboro, Gwinn Morgan
and RC and Donna Brown. All proceeds will go to
the continued operation and expansion of our

Van Ministry. The Van Committee will be serving
hot dogs and hamburgers, and the children will be
selling tickets for a Valentine prize, so all the men
should be ready to buy a ticket on this one! Admis
sion and Ticket prices will be announced.
Submitted by: Gary Graham; Van Coordinator.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Top Ten Predictions for 2008

The Bible will still have all the answers.
Prayer will still work.
The Holy Spirit will still move.
God will still inhabit the praises of His
people.
5. There will still be God-anointed preaching.
6. There will still be singing of praise to God.
7. God will still pour out blessings upon His
people.
8. There will still be room at the Cross.
9. Jesus will still love you.
10. Jesus will still save the lost.
God whispers in your soul and speaks to your
mind. Sometimes when you don’t have time to listen, He has to throw a brick at you.
It’s your choice: Listen to the whisper, or wait for
the brick
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2007 a pictorial review.
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A Look Back

Christmas 2007
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